
 

ADDITIONAL SCENARIOS 
 

1. One team arrives for a match with 18 team members. 
 
According to the Laws, what should the referee expect to be told about the 
substitutes in this situation? 
 
 To be informed which are the 7 named substitutes. 
 
How many of these 7 will the referee permit to be substituted? 
 
 3 
 
If this had been an AYSO U-16 or U-19 match, what is the maximum number of 
substitutes the referee could allow? 
 
 7 
 

2. During a match a player wants to change places with the goalkeeper. 
 
Is this allowed? 
 
 Yes. 
 
Under what conditions is this change allowed? 
 
 Referee informed, stoppage in play. 
 

3. Which players may change places with the goalkeeper? 
 
 Any other player who is on the field. 
 

4. A player is about to be replaced by a substitute.  The referee is informed, he signals 
for the substitute, who enters at the halfway line, and “tags” the player he is 
replacing.  The player then leaves the field of play. 
 
Is this the correct procedure for a substitution? 
 
 No. 
If not, name (in order) the four steps involved in a substitution. 
 

(1) Inform referee; (2) player leaves the field; (3) substitute waits for referee’s 
signal; (4) substitute enters at the halfway line.  
 



 

When is the substitution complete? 
 

When the substitute enters the field (according to the procedure outlined in 
Law 3) and becomes a player.  

5. During a match a substitute taunts an opponent. 
 
What should the referee do and what part of the Laws supports her authority to do 
so? 
 

Caution the substitute for unsporting behavior and show the yellow card.  All 
substitutes are subject to the authority of the referee whether called upon to play 
or not.  Law 3, Substitution Procedure, bullet 7.  
 

6. In the 50th minute the assistant referee informs the referee that an unauthorized 
substitution has occurred. 
 
What is the appropriate punishment? 
 

Immediately stop play, caution the substitute and show the yellow card; require 
the substitute to leave the field of play. 
 

7. What is the restart in the previous scenario if play was stopped to punish the 
improper substitute? 
 
 Play is restarted with an indirect free kick.  
 

8. A player calls an opponent an insulting name just before the game begins and is 
sent off. 
 
May he be replaced? 
 
 Yes. 
 
Who may replace him? 
 
 A named substitute. 

9. A player is substituted due to injury.  As he is being treated off the field, he sticks his 
foot onto the field and deliberately trips an opponent who is playing the ball. 
 
 What action should the referee take? 
 
Stop play; caution (or send off) the guilty substitute, show the yellow (red) card; 



 

restart by an indirect free where it was when the offense occurred. 
 

10. Who commits fouls? 
 
 Players. 
 
Can substitutes commit fouls? 
 
 No. 
 

11. Which of the following are Outside Agents:  Substitutes, coaches, spectators, 
players who have been sent off, the team mascot? 
 

Spectators and players who have been sent off are outside agents.  The team 
mascot may be considered a Team Official or an outside agent depending on its 
formal association 
 

12. Referees, assistant referees and field equipment that interfere with play are called 
what? 
 
 Neutral objects. 
 

13. An enthusiastic substitute in a U-14 match enters the field and attempts to kick the 
ball.  His kick is poorly directed and dangerous to the opponent playing the ball. 
 
What should the referee do? 
 

Stop play; caution the substitute, for misconduct (entering the field without the 
referee’s position, and remove him from the field; restart by indirect free kick  
where it was when play was stopped. 
 

14. Who commits misconduct and are shown a yellow or red card? 
 

Players and substitutes, but only during the match.  If misconduct is committed 
before or after the match, a match report must be written and submitted to the 
appropriate authority. (Law 5) 
 

15. During the normal course of play, who may enter and re-enter the field? 
 
 Players, assistant referees, and the referee. 
 



 

16. During play, the ball is rolling over the touchline.  A coach reaches out his foot and 
stops the ball before the whole of the ball completely crosses the line. 
 
What should the referee do? 
 
 Restart by dropping the ball. 
 
Why? 
 
 The restart for interference by any Team Official is a dropped ball. 
 

17. After a temporary suspension resulting from interference or action off the field, what 
is the restart? 
 
 A dropped ball. 
 
If the ball was out of play before the temporary suspension, what is the restart? 
 
 Restart according to the circumstances by which it was out of play 


